
"Just The Facts, Ma'am"

ADA 101



Course objectives

ÅIntroduction to accessibility laws, 

regulations, standards and guidelines
ïSection 504 of the Rehabilitation Act

ïAmericans with Disabilities Act
ÅADA Standards

ÅPublic ROW Guidelines



Course objectives (cont.)

ÅUnderstand our responsibilities under 

504 and the ADA

ÅThe basics of accessibility

ÅWhere to find information



Documents Referenced in 

this Course

Å2005 Public Rights of Way Accessibility Guidelines 

(PROWAG)

Å2006 ADA Standards for Transportation Facilities 

(ADASTF)

Å2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 

(ADASAD)

Å2009 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices

(MUTCD)

Å2012 Florida Accessibility Code (FAC)

http://www.aashto.org/
http://www.aashto.org/


504/ADA - Civil Rights Laws

ÅEnforced by U.S. Dept. of Justice (DOJ) and 
U.S. Dept. of Transportation (DOT)

ÅProtection from discrimination

ÅAccess to Services, Programs & Activities

ÅEffective communication

ïReasonable Accommodation 

ïBarrier Removal



ADA ï5 Titles

ÅI ïEmployment

Hiring, promoting, reasonable accommodations

ÅII ïPublic Services

Subtitle IIaïState and Local Governments

Subtitle IIb ïTransportation 

ÅIII ïPublic Accommodations

Hotels, restaurants, shopping centers, offices

ÅIV ïTelecommunications

Telephones, computers, TDD/TTYôs, Web-sites

ÅV - Miscellaneous



Background of the ADA

Å1964 Civil Rights Act
ïProtection from discrimination: 

» Race, color, country of origin, etc.

Å1968 Architectural Barriers Act 
ïFederal buildings:

» Post offices, courthouses, etc.

Å1973 Rehabilitation Act ïSection 504
ïFederal financial assistance:

» If you receive federal funds, you're a federal 
program



Background of the ADA (cont.)

Å1990 Americans with Disabilities Act
ïJanuary 26, 1992 ïeffective date

ïJuly 1, 1994 ïnew ADA Standards for 
Accessible Design 

ïJuly 26, 2004 ïnew guidance (ADA/ABA)

ïNovember 23, 2005 ïAccess Board issues 
PROW guidelines (PROWAG)

ïNovember 29, 2006 ïFHWA adopts 2006 ADA 
Standards for Transportation Facilities (based 
on ADA/ABA, with modifications)

ïMarch 15, 2011 ïUSDOJ adopts 2010 ADA 
Standards  for Accessible Design (based on 
ADA/ABA)  (Mandatory on March 15, 2012)



ADA & Section 504:
Coverage

ADA:

Public services, programs & activities

504:
Receive Federal funds



ADA and Sidewalks

ÅRegulatory requirements and guidance:

ÅADA Title II governs ñpublic servicesò 

ïADA:  óPublic servicesô must be accessible

ïADA:  Sidewalks along public roadways ARE public 

services

ïADA:  Sidewalks within public rights of way must 

include ñpedestrian access routesò *

ïCurb ramps are part of the pedestrian access route

ïFeatures along, over and adjacent to sidewalks must 

meet accessibility criteria

*ñPedestrian access routesò  within PROW are equivalent to 
ñaccessible routesò on a site, with some differencesé



ADA Standards  (Standards)

ÅChapter 1: Application and Administration 

ÅChapter 2: Scoping Requirements 

ÅChapter 3: Building Blocks 

ÅChapter 4: Accessible Routes 

ÅChapter 5: General Site And Building Elements 

ÅChapter 6: Plumbing Elements And Facilities 

ÅChapter 7: Communication Elements And Features 

ÅChapter 8: Special Rooms, Spaces and Elements 

ÅChapter 9: Built-In Elements 

ÅChapter 10: Recreation Facilities 



DOT Modifications to 

ADA Standards (Nov. 29, 2006)

ÅAccessible routes (206.3)
ïAdds requirement that accessible routes to elements shall be 

placed to minimize travel distance differentials

ÅDetectable warnings on curb ramps (406.8)
ïPuts back the requirement for detectable warnings removed 

from the 2004 ADA Guidelines 

ÅBus boarding areas (810.2.2)
ïRequires boarding and alighting areas ñto the extent the 

construction specifications are within their controlò

ÅRail station platforms (810.5.3)
ïAllows the use of temporary platforms, ramps, etc. to meet 

the horizontal and vertical requirements between the platform 

and the rail car



Å206.3 LocationðModification

Accessible routes shall coincide with, or be 

located in the same area as general circulation 

paths. Where circulation paths are interior, 

required accessible routes shall also be interior. 

Elements such as ramps, elevators, or other 

circulation devices, fare vending or other 

ticketing areas, and fare collection areas shall be 

placed to minimize the distance which wheelchair 

users and other persons who cannot negotiate 

steps may have to travel compared to the 

general public.

DOT Modifications to 

ADA Standards (Nov. 29, 2006)



Å406.8--Modification 

A curb ramp shall have a detectable warning 

complying with 705. The detectable warning shall 

extend the full width of the curb ramp (exclusive 

of flared sides) and shall extend either the full 

depth of the curb ramp or 24 inches deep 

minimum measured from the back of the curb on 

the ramp surface.

DOT Modifications to 

ADA Standards (Nov. 29, 2006)



Å810.2.2 Dimensions--Modification 

Bus boarding and alighting areas shall provide a 

clear length of 96 inches, measured 

perpendicular to the curb or vehicle roadway 

edge, and a clear width of 60 inches, measured 

parallel to the vehicle roadway. Public entities 

shall ensure that the construction of bus boarding 

and alighting areas comply with 810.2.2, to the 

extent the construction specifications are within 

their control.

DOT Modifications to 

ADA Standards (Nov. 29, 2006)



Å810.5.3 Platform and Vehicle Floor 

Coordination

Station platforms shall be positioned to coordinate 

with vehicles in accordance with the applicable 

requirements of 36 CFR part 1192. Low-level 

platforms shall be 8 inches minimum above top of 

rail. In light rail, commuter rail, and intercity rail 

systems where it is not operationally or structurally 

feasible to meet the horizontal gap or vertical 

difference requirements of part 1192 or 49 CFR part 

38, mini-high platforms, car-borne or platform-

mounted lifts, ramps or bridge plates or similarly 

manually deployed devices, meeting the 

requirements of 49 CFR part 38, shall suffice.

DOT Modifications to 

ADA Standards (Nov. 29, 2006)



ÅNOTE:  

On July 26, 2011 the U.S. Access Board issued a 
notice of proposed rule-making (NPRM) to adopt the 
PROW Guidelines as standards

A Final Rule is expected in 20##(?)

FHWA Guidance: ñUse PROWAG where the ADA 
Standards are silent.ò

RECOMMENDATION:
Start learning the new PROWóStandardsô!?!

www.access-board.gov/prowac/nprm.htm

The Future of ADA for us?



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R1: Application and Administration

ïPurpose, Conventions, Definitions, etc.

ÅChapter R2: Scoping Requirements

ïWhere technical criteria must be applied, or not

ÅChapter R3: Technical Requirements

ïWhat criteria must be applied/used

ÅChapter R4: Supplementary Technical Requirements

ïCriteria that apply in coordination with other issues



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R1: Application and Administration

ïR102 Equivalent Facilitation. The use of alternative 

designs, products, or technologies that result in substantially 

equivalent or greater accessibility and usability than the 

requirements in this document is permitted. 

ïR103.1 Conventional Industry Tolerances. Dimensions 

are subject to conventional industry tolerances except where 

dimensions are stated as a range.

ïR104.2 MUTCD. The portions of the Manual on Uniform 

Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways (MUTCD), 

2009 Edition, that are incorporated by reference in this 

document consist of definitions (see R105.2) and standard 

statements, as defined in section 1A.13 of the MUTCD (see 

R205, R209, and R306.3).



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R2: Scoping Requirements

ïR201.1 Scope. All newly constructed facilities, altered 

portions of existing facilities, and elements added to existing 

facilities for pedestrian circulation and use located in the 

public right-of-way shall comply with the requirements in this 

document.

ïR201.2 Temporary and Permanent Facilities. The 

requirements in this document shall apply to temporary and 

permanent facilities in the public right-of-way.

ïR202.1 General. Alterations and elements added to existing 

facilities shall comply with R202. Where elements are 

altered or added and the pedestrian circulation path to the 

altered or added elements is not altered, the pedestrian 

circulation path is not required to comply with R204.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R2: Scoping Requirements

ïR202.2 Added Elements. Where elements are added to 

existing facilities, the added elements shall comply with the 

applicable requirements for new construction.

ïR202.3 Alterations. Where existing elements, spaces, or 

facilities are altered, each altered element, space, or facility 

within the scope of the project shall comply with the 

applicable requirements for new construction.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R2: Scoping Requirements

ïR202.3.1 Existing Physical Constraints. Where existing 

physical constraints make it impracticable for altered 

elements, spaces, or facilities to fully comply with the 

requirements for new construction, compliance is required to 

the extent practicable within the scope of the project. 

ïExisting physical constraints include, but are not limited to, 

underlying terrain, right-of-way availability, underground 

structures, adjacent developed facilities, drainage, or the 

presence of a notable natural or historic feature.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R3: Technical Requirements

ïR204.2 Sidewalks. A pedestrian access route shall be 

provided within sidewalks and other pedestrian circulation 

paths located in the public right-of-way. 

ïThe pedestrian access route shall connect to accessible 

elements, spaces, and facilities required by this document 

and to accessible routes required by section 206.2.1 of 

appendix B to 36 CFR part 1191 that connect building and 

facility entrances to public streets and sidewalks.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R3: Technical Requirements

ïR204.3 Pedestrian Street Crossings. A pedestrian access 

route shall be provided within pedestrian street crossings, 

including medians and pedestrian refuge islands, and 

pedestrian at-grade rail crossings. 

ïThe pedestrian access route shall connect departure and 

arrival sidewalks.

ïR206 Pedestrian Street Crossings. Pedestrian street 

crossings shall comply with R306.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R3: Technical Requirements

ïR205 Alternate Pedestrian Access Routes. When a 

pedestrian circulation path is temporarily closed by 

construction, alterations, maintenance operations, or other 

conditions, an alternate pedestrian access route complying 

with sections 6D.01, 6D.02, and 6G.05 of the MUTCD shall 

be provided. 

ïWhere provided, pedestrian barricades and channelizing 

devices shall comply with sections 6F.63, 6F.68, and 6F.71 

of the MUTCD.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R3: Technical Requirements

ïR207.1 General. A curb ramp, blended transition, or a 

combination of curb ramps and blended transitions 

complying with R304 shall connect the pedestrian access 

routes at each pedestrian street crossing. 

ïThe curb ramp (excluding any flared sides) or blended 

transition shall be contained wholly within the width of the 

pedestrian street crossing served.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R3: Technical Requirements

ïR208.1 Detectable Warning Surfaces. Detectable warning 

surfaces complying with R305 shall be provided at the 

following locations on pedestrian access routes and at transit 

stops:

ÅCurb ramps and blended transitions at street crossings;

ÅPedestrian refuge islands;

ÅPedestrian at-grade rail crossings not located within a street or 

highway;

ÅBoarding platforms at transit stops for buses and rail vehicles 

where the edges of the boarding platform are not protected by 

screens or guards; and

ÅBoarding and alighting areas at sidewalk or street level transit 

stops for rail vehicles where the side of the boarding and 

alighting areas facing the rail vehicles is not protected by 

screens or guards.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R3: Technical Requirements

ïR209.1 Accessible Pedestrian Signals . Where pedestrian 

signals are provided at pedestrian street crossings, they 

shall include accessible pedestrian signals and pedestrian 

pushbuttons complying with sections 4E.08 

through 4E.13 of the MUTCD. Operable parts 

shall comply with R403.

ïR209.2 Alterations. Existing pedestrian 

signals shall comply with R209.1 when the 

signal controller and software are altered, 

or the signal head is replaced.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R3: Technical Requirements

ïR214 On-Street Parking Spaces. Where on-street parking 

is provided on the block perimeter and the parking is marked 

or metered, accessible parking spaces complying with R309 

shall be provided in accordance with Table R214. 

ïWhere parking pay stations are provided and the parking is 

not marked, each 20 ft. of block perimeter where parking is 

permitted shall be counted as one parking space.

ïR215 Passenger Loading Zones. Where passenger 

loading zones other than transit stops are provided, at least 

one accessible passenger loading zone complying with 

R310 shall be provided for each 100 ft. of continuous loading 

zone space or fraction thereof.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R4: Supplementary Technical Requirements

ïR402.2 Protrusion Limits. Objects with leading edges more 

than 2.25 ft. (27 in.) and not more than 6.7 ft. (80 in.) above 

the finish surface shall protrude 4 in. maximum horizontally 

into pedestrian circulation paths.
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PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R4: Supplementary Technical Requirements

ïR403.1 Operable Parts. Operable parts shall comply with 

R403.

ïR403.2 Clear Space. A clear space complying with R404 

shall be provided at operable parts. 

ïR403.3 Height. Operable parts shall be placed within one or 

more of the reach ranges specified in R406. 

ïR403.4 Operation. Operable parts shall be operable with 

one hand and shall not require tight grasping, pinching, or 

twisting of the wrist. The force required to activate operable 

parts shall be 5 lbs. maximum.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R4: Supplementary Technical Requirements

ïR404.1 Clear Spaces. Clear spaces shall comply with R404.

ïR404.2 Surfaces. Surfaces of clear spaces shall comply with 

R302.7 and shall have a running slope consistent with the 

grade of the adjacent pedestrian access route and cross 

slope of 2 percent maximum.

ïR404.3 Size. Clear spaces shall be 2.5 ft. minimum by 4.0 ft. 

minimum.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R4: Supplementary Technical Requirements

ïR406.2 Unobstructed Forward Reach. Where a forward 

reach is unobstructed, the high forward reach shall be 4.0 ft. 

maximum and the low forward reach shall be 1.25 ft. minimum 

above the finish surface. 

ïForward reach over an obstruction is not permitted.



PROWAG (Guidelines) 

ÅChapter R4: Supplementary Technical Requirements

ïR406.3 Unobstructed Side Reach. Where a clear space 

allows a parallel approach to an element and the side reach is 

unobstructed, the high side reach shall be 4.0 ft. maximum 

and the low side reach shall be 1.25 ft. minimum above the 

finish surface. 

ïAn obstruction shall be permitted between the clear space 

and the element where the depth of the obstruction is 10 in. 

maximum.



Course Objectivesé
In this course, we've discussedé

ÅThe Basics of accessibility laws, regulations, 

standards and guidelines
ïSection 504 of the Rehabilitation Act

ïAmericans with Disabilities Act
ÅADA Standards (ADASTF)

ÅPublic ROW Guidelines (PROWAG)

ÅOur responsibilities under 504 and the ADA

ÅBasic accessibility requirements

ÅWhere to find information



Help is available

ÅState:

ïFDOT District ADA Coordinator

ïFDOT C.O. ADA Coordinator

ÅFederal:

ïU.S. Architectural & Transportation Barriers 

Compliance Board (Access Board)

ïU.S. Department of Justice

ïU.S. Department of Transportation - FHWA



Resources

U.S. Access Board
Accessibility Guidelines - ADAAG

www.access-board.gov

U.S. Dept. of Justice - ADA
Accessibility Standards for Facilities & Sites

www.ada.gov

U.S. Dept. of Transportation ïFHWA
Accessibility Guidance & Standards for Public Rights of Way

www.dot.gov/citizen_services/disability/disability.html

Florida Dept. of Transportation - FDOT
ADA information on Website

www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/ADA/

http://www.access-board.gov/
http://www.ada.gov/
http://www.dot.gov/citizen_services/disability/disability.html
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/projectmanagementoffice/ADA/


Contact us...

Dean Perkins, Architect

ADA Coordinator

850-414-4359

dean.perkins@dot.state.fl.us

or

Your District 

ADA Coordinator(s)


